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To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 


SiR, 


Reap with infinite fatisfaction your 87th Number, on the 
a Pleafures of the Country, and the moral ufe of that “ rural 
** fentiment,” the effects of which you know fo well how to 
paint. But thus it is that brillant fiction ever delights us ; 
while you were deferibing in town, I was witnefling in the coun- 
try. { have juft returned from an excurfion:i into a fiftant county, 
** 4 hundred miles from town, its inhabitants, and its bufinefs.” 
’Twas at the houfe of Mr L , a relation and intimate ac- 
quaintance of mime, where | have been preflingly invited thefe 
feveral -years paft, to fpend a month or two of the autumn; to 
leave the thick air, and unwholefome ftreets, the buftle, cares, 
and diflipation of the town, for the pure breeze, the healthful 
walk, the quiet, the peacefulnefs and fobriety of the country. 
I had often heard of my friend L ’s charming place, his ex- 
cellent houfe, his every thing, in fhort, that great wealth (for 
he is a man of a very large eltate) could beftow, and tafte (for 
every body talked of his and Mrs L ’s: tafte) could adom, I 
pictured his groves, his lawns, and his water-falls, with fome- 
what of that enthufiaim for country-fcenery which you feem to 
feel; and I thought of his daughters (two elegant girls, whom I 
had jut feen for a few minutes in their way from London) as the 
wood-nymphs of the fcene. All this “rural fentiment” | fet out 
with; and the fight of my friend’s country-feat and beautiful 
grounds, which | reached on the third evening, did not belie it. 
How it has improved by my ftay there, you thall judge by a 
fhort fkeich of the country-life people lead at £ Hall. 
The party there, which my relation had told me was to be 
a feleé&t one, and which made him doubly urgent in his defire to 
have me there this autumn, confifted of an elderly Dowager of 
rank and fortune, and her two unmarried daughters; a member of 
parliament, and his brother, a clergyman from England; and two 
young officers of family, companions of Mr L ’s eldeft fon, 
who has been about a year in the army. Thefe, with your hum- 
ble fervant, in addition to Mr L "s own family, made up the 
ftanding cfablifhment of the houfe, There were befides, every day, 
numerous occafional visitors from the neighbourhood ; Mr L 
reprefenting the county in parliament, and receiving the initruc- 
tions of his conflituents at this time ef the year only. 
The night of my arrival, | took the liberty of retiring before 
the reft of the company, being a good deal fatigued with my 
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journey. Next morning, however, I got up betimes to enjoy the 
beauties of the feafon, and of the calm clear landfcape around me, 
But when I would have got out, 1 found the houfe-door locked. 
After various unfuccefsful attempts to difcover the retreat of the 
fervants, I meta ragged little fellow, who told me he was boy to 
the porter’s man, and the only creature befide my/elf ftirring in 
the houfe; for that Mr L *s gentleman had given a fupper 
to the fervants who had lately arrived from town, and they had 
all fat up at cards till five inthe morning. By the intereft of this 
young friend, I at laft procured the key, and was let out. | ftroll- 
ed the way of the ftable, of which | found the entry much eafier 
than the exit from the houfe, the door being left very conve- 
niently open. The horfes from town had not been quite fo well 
entertained as the fervants; for they were ftanding with empty 
mangers, and the dirt of the day before hardened on their fkins. 
But this was not much to be wondered at, as a pack of cards cer- 
tainly affords a much pleafanter occupation than a curry-comb, 

Having rubbed down a favourite poney, which I had brought 
to the country for an occafional ride, and locked the ftable-door, 
I turned down a little path that led to the fhrubbery; but 1 was 
afraid to enter any of the walks, as it was notified, by very legible 
infcriptions, that there were men-traps, and fteel-guns, for 
the reception of intruders. I was forced therefore to reftrict my- 
felf to a walk amidft the duft of the high-road till ten, when, on 
my return to the houfe, I found no lefs duft within doors, and 
was obliged to take refuge in my bed-room till the breakfafting 
parlour was put in order. By one of the fervants, whom, from 
his furly look, I fuppofed to be a lofer of the preceding night, 
I was informed that breakfaft for fome of the company would be 
ready by eleven. 

At eleven I found fome of the company affembled accordingly. 
The Dowager did not appear, nor Mrs L herfelf, but had 
chocolate in rheir different apartments: it feems they could not 
be made up, as one of the young Ladies exprefled it, fo early: 
Their daughters feemed to have been made up in hafte, for they 
came down in rumpled night-caps, and their hair in a brown 
pafte upon their fhoulders, The young Gentlemen joined us 
with the fecond tea-pot; their heads were in diforder too, but of 
a different kind; they had drank, as they told us, three bowls of 
gin toddy after the reft of the company had gone to bed, Our 
landlord entered the room when breakfaft was nearly over; he 
afked pardon of his brother Senator and the Clergyman for being 
fo late; but he had been detained, he faid, looking over his 
farm; for he is a great improver of the value as well as the beau- 
ty of his eftate. ‘‘ Did you ride or walk, Sir?” faid I. Mr 
L fmiled. “ I walked only to the eafy chair in my library; 
I always view my farm upon paper: Mr Capability, my governor 
in thefe matters, drives through it in his phaeton, and lays down 
every thing fo accurately, that | have no occafion to go near it,” 

Breakfa{t ended about one, The young Gentlemen talked of 
going out a-fhooting; but the weather was fuch as to fcare any 
but hardy fportfmen ; fo they agreed to play billiards and cards 
within doors, in which they were joined by all the fenior Gentle- 
men except myfelf. I propofed to betake myfelf to the library; 
but I found an unwillingnefs in our landlord to let me take down 
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any of the books, which were fo elegantly bound and gilt, and 
ranged in fuch beautiful order, that it feemed contrary to the 
etiquette of the houfe to remove any of "them from the fhelves; 
but there was a particular félection in the parlour, which the 
company was at liberty to perufe; it was made up of Hoyle’s 
Games, the Lift of the Army, two Almanacks, the Royal Regi- 
fter, a file of the Morning Herald, Bofwell’s Tour, the Fafhion- 
able Magazine, Criticifms on the Rolliad, the Trial of the Brigh- 
ton Tailor, and an odd volume of the laft ColleCtion of Farces. 

Mrs L , and her friend the Dowager, made their appear- 
ance about two. As I was neither of the billiard or the whift party, 
and had finifhed my ftudies in the parlour, they did me the ho- 
nour to admit me of their converfazione. It confifted chiefly of a 
differtation on fome damafk and chintz furniture Mrs L had 
lately befpoke from the metropolis, and a difpute about the age of 
a fulky {et of china fhe had bought laft winter, at a fale of Lord 
Squanderfield’s. In one of the paufes of the debate, the day ha- 
ving cleared up beautifully, I ventured to afk the two Ladies, if 
they ever walked in the country, The Dowager faid, the never 
walked on account of her corns; Mrs L told me fhe had not 
walked fince fhe caught a fore throat in one of the cold evenings 
of the 1782. 

The converfation was interrupted by the arrival of the young 
Ladies, with half a fcore of packing-boxes, juft received by a 
fhip from London. Thefe changed the current of the difcourfe te 
the fubject of drefs, to caps, feathers, hats, and riding-habits. 
The military men now joined us, and made a very valuable ad- 
dition to this board of inquiry, by their commentaries on walk- 
ing boots, riding flippers, clubs, buckles, and buttons, We 
had, not long after, an opportunity of judging of the practice, as 
well as theory of thofe branches of the fine arts, Dinner was 
half cold, waiting for the Dowager’s eldeft daughter, and the 
Major. They had fpent about two hours at their toilets: yet the 
hurry of the Major appeared, by his man having forgot to put in 
the falfé {traps to his buckles; and of the young Lady, from one 
cheek being at leaft half a fhade redder than the other, The La- 
dies went to tea at nine o'clock, and we joined them at eleven, 
after having difcufled the prices of different fets of burghs at 
one end of the table, and the qualities of feveral race-horfes and 
game-cocks at the other. 

Such, Sir, is the detail of one day at the rural retirement of 
my friend Mr L , which may ferve for the hiftory of mott of 
thofe | fpent there. We had, however, our Sabbath-day's em- 
ployment, and our Sabbath-day’s gueft, as well as your godmo- 
ther. The firft Sunday after my arrival, being a rainy one, Mrs 
L , and moft of our party accompanying her, went to the 
parifh-church. The Englith clergyman would not confent to fo 
wicked a thing as going to a Prefbyterian place of worfhip, and 
therefore ftaid at home, to look over a party at picquet in the Dow- 
ager’s drefling-room between her and his brother, I went with 
the church-going people for that one time, but fhall never do fo 
profane a thing again. The young folks nodded and laughed all 
the time of the fervice, and during the fermon drew back their 
chairs from the front of the gallery, eat nuts, and pelted the 
fhells, ‘The Major only was more ferioufly employed, in draw- 
ing 
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ing caricatures of the congregation below, for which, it muft be 
confefled, fome of them afforded no unfavourable fubjects, 

The parfon of the parifh, like your old Lady’s, was always a Sun- 
day-vifiter at L Hall. He had been tutor to the heir and his 
fecond brother, and had the honoar of infpiring them both with a 
moft fovereign contempt and deteftation of learnmg. He, too; like 
your godmother’s clergyman, communicated information; to the 
ladies he related the little fcandalous anecdotes of the parifh, and 
gave his former pupils intelligence of feveral coveys of partrid yes, 
Himfelf afforded them game within doors, being what is com- 
monly called a Butt tothe unfledged arrows of the young gentle- 
mens wit. To their father he was extremely ule fal in cle awing 
corks, and putting him in mind where the toaft ttood. In thort, 
he feemed a favourite with all the branches of the tamily. As to 

religion, it fared with that as with the literature he had been em-~ 
ployed ro inftil into his pupils; he contrived to make all the houfe 
think it a very ridieulous thing, 

About a fortmeht after I went to L Hall, the arrival of an 
elderly Baronet from town, an old club-companion of Mr L—— ’s, 
added one other rural idea to the ftock we were already in potlef- 
fion of; | mean that of eating, in which our new gueit, Sir Wil- 
liam Harrico, wes a remarkable adept. Every morning at break- 
faft we had a diflertation on dinner, the bill of fare being browght 
up for the revifal of Sir William. "He tauglit us a new way of 
drefling mufhrooms, overfaw the compofition of the grovfe- loup 
m perfon, and gave the venifon’ a reprieve to a certain ditlant day, 
when it fhould acquire the exaétly proper’ fuimet tor the palate of 

a connotfleur. 

Such, Mr Lounger, is the train of “ rural fentiment” which I 
have cultivated during my autumn abode at L Hall. [think 
I might, without leaving town, have acquired the receipt for the 
mufhroom ragout, and have eat ftinking venrton there as eafily 
as in the country. I could have played cards or billiards at noon- 
day with as much fatisfaction in a crowded ftreet, as in view of 
Mr L——’s woods and mountains. The warehoufe in Prince’s 
Street might have afforded me information as to chintz and da- 
mafk chair-covers; and your ingenious correfpondent, Mr Fenkin, 
could have {hewn me a model of the neweit fafhioned buckle on 
the foot of fome of his little fcarlet beaux, or of a rouged cheek 
on one of the miniature Ladies of his window. In fhort, | am 
inclined to believe, that folly, aflelation, ignorance,,.and irreli- 
gion, might have been met with j in town, notwithftanding the la- 
bours of “the Lounger; that 1 might have faved mytelf three days 
journey, the expence of a pott-chaife, and a fix weeks lofs of time; 
and, what was perhaps more material than all the reit, | might 
have preferved that happy enthufiafm for country- pleatures which 
you feem {till to enjoy, and which, in the lefs-informed days of 
my youth, | alfo was fortunate enough to poilets. 

fam, &c. 
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